The Tennessee River Valley is
renowned for the impressive flocks
of waterfowl that visit the valley
each winter. The hard work and
management that goes on during
the rest of the year to support those
waterfowl is less well known.
While an unmanaged wetland can
produce an average of 200 pounds
of plant seeds per acre, a managed
wetland actively planted with seed-
producing crops and carefully man-
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Wetland Diversity
Waterfowl are a diverse group of birds and
each species has its own habitat requirements.
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Certain species of waterfowl, espe-

cially geese, will feed directly oft of

waste grain in agricultural fields and

use the wetlands mainly for roost-

ing. These flooded fields also provide

important habitat for wintering and

migrant shorebirds such as Greater

Yellowlegs and Wilson’s Snipe.
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Paying for the Privilege
Hunters and anglers contribute millions of dol-
lars annually to the protection and manage-
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