Diverse Ecosystems

The Paint Rock River is one of

the most pristine rivers left in the
southeastern United States. It flows
unhindered from Franklin County,
Tennessee, through a landscape of
porous limestone. One part of this
watershed is locally known as the
Walls of Jericho. Eventually, the river
empties into the Tennessee River
upstream from Huntsville.
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Endangered Mussels

Although not easily seen, the Paint Rock

River supports some of America’s rarest wild-
life. Freshwater mussels have declined across
America because of changes in water quality and
flow. Many species are found only in a few rivers.
The Paint Rock River still holds important
mussel populations. Two species of mussels in
this river, the Pale Lilliput and the Alabama
Lampmussel, are found nowhere else in the world.

The Paint Rock River is home to

an amazing diversity of freshwater
creatures with over 100 species of
fish and about 45 different species of
mussels, several of which are found
nowhere else in the world.

Landscape Scale
Conservation

In order to preserve this great
river, The Nature Conservancy
and ADCNR are working together
to manage a large part of the
318-square mile watershed. By
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